Shaker Discussion Post
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Shakers were drawn to the community system where they lived and shared almost everything because it was part of their culture. Also, the fact that Shakers comprised of about 300 people who lived in the village, the communal system became the most logical and probable way of living that would guarantee the continuation of their cultural practices. They had a uniquely social way of living that was not supported by the majority of the people around them including the dancing while worshipping. As such, they considered dancing as a way of communicating with God from a communal perspective and not an individual perspective as the protestant religious group considered it. There are many reasons that may have limited the survival of this community. First, assimilation with the external world may have influenced their cultural practices as some of them become assimilated into the other cultures. As they interacted with the rest of the world, they brought in new ideas that may have changed their way of life in many ways. Secondly, it is possible that the capitalist system that emerged with the industrialization period in the 1800s had a serious impact on their way of life. Most of the communities like the Shakers who lived in the communism or socialist system changed to adopt the capitalist system where people no longer considered themselves as tied to the community. Since the Shakers traded with the external world, capitalism may have influenced them and threatened the survival of their socialist way of life, which was core to the survival of their community. Capitalism was an idea that was mainly associated with economic activities. As the world expanded economically, ideologies emerged that threatened community ownership. Consequently, this may have destroyed the Shakers’ way of life. 

